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What is claimed is: 

H _Aji£two rfr method pprf o rm H by a C a ll Pro W^«r^ g T? h|ichin g. g rjA\ 
between text chat participants in a data network text chat session comprisj 

receiving a message from a first chat participant^requestiufi^e establishment of a 



voice call between ones of said chat participants, 
sending a^message to said first chat particji 
information and at least one authorization^edde, 



it providing voice call session 



receiving a message from^s€cond of said chat participants requesting - 
participation in said voicepalfand presenting said voice call session information and an 
authorization code, 

requesting call setup means to setup voice call links to each of a plurality of voice 
call participants comprising at least said first and second chat participants, at least one of 
saidsetup voice call links being a Voice over IP (VoIP) link, and 

lirmrnjTtmflging m ^ans trr bridge rrnirl irnjn*^ >4HT^^ 

2. The method of cl&m 1 further comprising 

receiving a message from at least a third of said chat participants requesting 
participation in said voice call and presenting said voice call session information and an 
authorization code, and 

wherein said step of requesting &etup of voice call links comprises requesting call 
setup means to setup voice call links to each of said first, second and'at least a^third of 
said chat participants, at least one of said se^up voice call links being a voice over IP 
(VoIP) link. 

3. The method of claim 1 whereinWd step of requesting call setup means to 
setup voice links comprises requesting a VoIP gateway to setup an IP link to at least one 
of said plurality of voice call participants. \ 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein said\equesting a VoIP gateway to setup 
an IP link to at least one of said plurality of voice call\participants comprises requesting 
said VoIP gateway to setup an IP link to at least one or$aid first or said at least a second 
chat participants. 
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5. The method ofdaim 1 wherein said voice call session information and an 
authorization code included i^ sai,d njessage from said second of said chat participants is 
supplied to said second chat participant in a message in said chat session. 

6. The method^fclapL^^ chat 
"comprises informationUderjfefying a method of payment for said voice call. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said information identifidng-a-ittelliud of * 
Tgnf includes billing authorization information. 

8. The method of cRum 7 wherein said billing authorization information 
comprises calling card account andPEN information. 

9. The method of claim V wherein said billing authorization information 
comprises prepaid card account and HN information. 

10. The method of claim 1 therein said message from said first chat 
participant comprises information identifying the maximum number of voice call 
participants. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 whe&in said data network text chat session is an 
Internet chat session to which at least said first and second chat participants are connected 
through Internet links originating at telephone^ubscriber lines, each of said Internet links 
being identified by a current IP address. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein &aid Internet links through which said at 
least first and second chat participants are connected are established through respective 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) access servers, saidW least first and second chat 
participants having provided account and access authorization information to said 
respective ISP access servers during a login message Wocess. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 wherein at leaslsaid first chat participant 
additionally provides account and authorization information in a login message process 
with a VoIP gateway, said VoIP gateway maintaining information about the online status 
and current IP address of said at least said first chat participant. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein said call sefipp means requests that said 
VoIP gateway establish at least one of said voice call links. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein said VoIP gateway establishes said at 
least one IP link to respective ones of said voice call participant^. 
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16. The method of claim 15 wherein an IP link established to said first chat 
participant uses said IP addreaf of said first chat participant maintained at said VoIP 
gateway. 

17. The method of clkim 16 wherein at least one of said voice call links sought 
to be established to one of said vo\ce call participants is a Public Switched Telephone 
Network (PSTN) link. 

18. The method of claim \ 7 wherein at least one of said PSTN links is 
unavailable for establishing a PSTN link, the method further comprising 

determining if the subscriber lime portion of said unavailable PSTN link is in 
current use in an Internet session through a respective ISP access server, 

forwarding said call to a networkViode having access to said Internet session, and 
sending a message from said network node to said Internet session indicating the 
arrival of an incoming voice call. 

19. The method of claim 18 wheVein said network node is said respective ISP 
access server. \ 

20. The method of claim 18 wherein said network node is a VoIP gateway 
having current IP address information for the ^oice call participant whose subscriber line 
is in current use in said Internet session. ^ 

21 . The method of claim 18 ^herein said determining is performed by 
reference to online status information stored at a^etwork database. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein s^id network database is maintained at 
said VoIP gateway. 
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